
Pastor Letter 1/19/22 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     Famous organizer, Marie Kondo, has a saying she uses to determine if something is worth 

keeping. She asks, “Does it spark joy?” This week’s sermon noted the need for us to encourage 

one another, rather than speak discouraging words, especially in challenging and transitional 

times. Perhaps we need to take Marie’s question and ask ourselves do we spark joy for others. 

Words of encouragement should spark God’s joy in us and in those with whom we are sharing. 

Joy is something everyone of us could admittedly use more.  

     Jesus spoke words of joy to his disciples, and they speak to us today. In John 15:11 Jesus was 

discussing the significance of keeping his commands. He concluded it with these words; “I have 

said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. What 

this meant for disciples is amazing. Jesus’ words display that the infinite joy of Jesus is living in 

us and that to be completed when shared with others. We impart joy by speaking about it 

through our encouraging words. As we go throughout our days may we remember to speak joy 

to one another through our words of encouragement. Perhaps, when we depart from one 

another we share words of joy. Instead of goodbye we might say, “joy to you,” or “joy go with 

you.” The more we point to joy the more we point to joy. In turn the more complete our joy will 

become. Let us share words of joy as we continue stepping into this uncertain changing future.  

In His Peace, 

 

Pastor Nicki 

YouTube: live stream and recording can be found 

at https://www.espresbyterian.com/worship/ or https://www.youtube.com/user/ESPresbyterian 

Facebook: click on the link below near the time the service begins at 10:00am to watch the live 

stream https://www.facebook.com/espresbyterian/ 

Additionally, bulletins and an online hymnal have been put on the website and can be found 

at https://www.espresbyterian.com/worship/sunday-bulletin/ 

Ways to give- mail or drop of check/cash through no contact mail slot in office window. Drop off 

envelope in offering plates before or after worship services. Donate on our website by going to the 

home page at https://www.espresbyterian.com/ and clicking on the Donate button in the upper right 

corner. Designate where you would like the money to go by using the note section. 
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